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Abstract: Jinchuan copper-nickel deposit being the world” s third-largest deposit found in China,

Xirihamu in Eastern Kunlun is another super large magmatic nickel-cobalt-sulfide deposit, and it
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is also the largest deposit in orogenic belts. Previous mineralogical research focused mainly on sil-
icate minerals, studies on ore-forming materials (sulfide) is relatively less. Through systematic
division of the output of pentlandite, based on the atomic ratio of Ni/Fe, the distribution of Co
elements and the classification of pyrrhotite types, we infer that Xiarihamu deposit has experi-
enced at least two stages of magmatism. At the first magmatic stage, some high-cobalt content
sulfide crystallized at higher temperature; at the second magmatic stage, some sulfide with low-
cobalt content crystallized at a relatively low temperature. Combined with the ratio change of
metal atom to sulfur atom in pentlandite, we found that the sulfur fugacity increases gradually in
the process of sulfide crystallization. This may be affected by such factors as the crystallization of
sulfide and silicate minerals and the sulfur contamination. In the Xiarihamu deposit, cobalt exists
mainly in pentlandite. In pyrrhotite, cobalt mainly exists in meteorite pyrite and hexagonal pyr-
rhotite. In arsenide, cobalt mainly exists in cobaltite. The arsenide contains more cobalt than the
sulfides. These characteristics give scientific support to the extraction and synthetic use of co-
balt.

Keywords: pentlandite; pyrrhotite; typomorphic characteristics; occurrence state of cobalt; Xi-
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Fig. 3 The backscatter electron image of sulfide in Xiarithamu deposit
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Tab.1 The EPMA data of pentlandite in Xiarihamu deposit (%)
Ni/Fe
Ni/Fe
I H As Se Cr Fe Co Ni S Cd Te Cu Totel JR Tk
JRF I
FHE
[ag - 0.02 31.75 2.51 33. 04 33.54 0.02 0. 35 0.02 101. 24 0. 99
[og - 0.02 0.01 31. 67 2.34 32.68 33. 67 0.02 0.72 0.02 101. 13 0. 98
0.98
[ag 3 0.03 0.02 0.01 32.20 2.15 32.57 33.73 0.02 0. 80 0.05 101. 57 0. 96
[ag 0. 04 - 31.94 2.48 32.78 33. 64 0.01 0. 83 0.03 101. 75 0.98
[ag 3 - 0.03 0.02 31.27 0.59 35. 60 33.21 - 0. 34 - 101. 06 1. 08
[ag 3 - - 0.01 27.93 0. 50 38. 14 33. 60 - 0.41 0.11 100. 70 1. 30 1.21
{5 0. 04 - 28.94 0. 54 37.65 33.63 - 0.33 - 101. 13 1. 24
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gkl
. Ni/Fe
1 H As Se Cr Fe Co Ni S Cd Te Cu Totel Ni/Ee Tk
JRFH .
h 0. 06 - 0.03 30. 82 0. 64 35.48  33.30 0.02 0. 34 0.04  100.73  1.10
h% - - 0.03 30. 61 0.61 35.39  33.08 0.05 0.83 0.06  100.65  1.10
h 0. 06 0. 06 - 29. 38 0.45 36.93  33.49 0.01 0.38 - 100.76  1.20 1.15
h% - - - 30. 21 0.42 36.90  33.48 0. 04 0.33 0.05  101.42  1.16
h % - 0.07 - 30. 07 0. 46 37.17  33.36 - 0. 94 0.10  102.17  1.18
i - 0.02 - 31. 67 0.75 33.35  33.73 - 0.82 0.01  100.35  1.00
s - - 0.01 30. 92 0. 30 36.12  33.49 - 0. 94 0.05 101.83  1.11
s - 0.01 0. 04 30. 20 0.18 36.04  33.28 0.03 0.97 0.02  100.77  1.14 1.1
i 0. 05 - - 33.03 0. 05 33.72  33.66 - 0.33 0.07  100.90  0.97
% - - 0.01 30. 53 0.25 36.46  33.69 0. 04 0. 90 0.09  101.96  1.14
EAE 0.03 - - 33. 24 0.88 32.97  33.75 0.03 0.32 0.03 101.25  0.94
A 0.03 - 0.02 33. 37 0. 86 32.63  33.57 - 0. 30 0.07  100.85  0.93
A - 0.01 0.03 32.92 0. 87 32.00  33.53 0.03 0.27 0. 06 99. 71 0.92
A - 0.03 - 33. 40 0.79 33.47  34.21 - 0.85 0.03  102.78  0.95
A - 0. 04 0. 02 31.48 0.67 34.98  33.83 0.01 0. 86 0.01 101.90  1.06
ik 0. 04 - 0.03 34. 94 0.61 30.19  33.71 0.01 0. 24 0. 06 99. 82 0. 82
A - 0.07 - 33.92 0. 89 31.53  33.03 - 0.22 0.02 99. 70 0.88
EAE 0.05 0.07 0.01 31. 02 0.59 33.21  32.93 0.02 0.28 0.02 98. 17 1. 02
#A 0.03 0.03 - 31. 97 0. 66 32.50  32.99 0.02 0. 64 - 98. 84 0.97
WA - 0. 02 0.03 32. 82 0. 74 32.56  32.72 0.02 0.57 0.01 99. 48 0.94 0. 89
%A - 0.01 - 35. 34 0.56 30.33  33.31 - 0. 24 - 99. 78 0. 82
A - 0. 09 0.03 35. 37 0. 54 30.28  32.87 - 0.48 0.01 99. 66 0. 81
Wk 0.08 - 0. 04 35. 26 0.53 30.18  33.16 - 0.27 - 99.51 0.81
JE A 0.15 - - 35.78 0. 60 30.23  33.38 0.02 0. 60 0.02  100.79  0.80
A 0.01 0.01 0.02 35. 20 0.61 30.44  33.44 - 0.55 0.04  100.32  0.82
EAE 0.03 - - 35. 20 0.48 30.22  33.30 0.01 0. 69 0.01 99. 93 0. 82
% - 0. 05 - 35. 34 0.47 30.35  33.14 - 0.22 - 99. 56 0. 82
#A 0. 04 - 0.05 33. 81 0. 49 31.50  33.16 0.03 0.27 0. 06 99. 40 0. 89
A - - - 33. 46 0.67 31.22  32.90 0. 04 0.19 0.05 98.53 0. 89
piivA 0. 06 0. 04 0. 02 37. 04 0.72 28.88  33.51 0.02 0.25 - 100.53  0.74
57 0. 06 - - 37.47 0.79 28.24  33.52 - 0.67 0.05  100.79  0.72 0.73
pIvA 0. 04 0.01 0. 02 37. 14 0.70 28.85  33.73 - 0.70 0.06  101.24  0.74

TE R AR TR IR 0. 010,
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F2 FHBRATKRIMEIFHMBRERT BFIRTEE(%)
Tab. 2 The EPMA data of isolated pentlandite from Xiarihamu deposit( %)
i H As Se Cr Fe Co Cu S Cd Te Ni Total
N - - - 36. 00 0. 49 0.09 33.31 0. 04 0. 54 30. 11 100. 57
ey 0.03 0. 04 - 36. 06 0. 55 0. 04 32. 80 - 0. 56 29.33 99. 41
R - - 0.01 35. 85 0. 57 0.02 32.97 - 0.18 29.99 99. 59
% - 0.03 0.02 35.76 0. 50 - 33.09 0.01 0. 54 30. 09 100. 05

TR R TR 0. 0124,
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Fig. 4 The crystal chemical characteristics of pentlandite in Xiarihamu deposit
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25 BB R 7S 7 WG T R B R R, BB R
i Fe & &N 63.43% ~ 63.02%. ¥ & &N
63.21% ;S & E N 36.78% ~36.28% , L& E N
36.46%;Co SN 0.09% ., N HHEH T H Fe
RN 62.91% ~61. 720, ¥R 62.29%;S
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TAEUKS (Al 22 48, 2004) 55 2 2 T Ak W 4 B8 0 o B 85t
WAk CT 21,2007, T 21 4 (2007) (A Sk B
T K T RE A R AR AL T IR IR . B H R R R

h159.50% ;S Ak 40. 07 % ~38. 03% , SF- 35 A i BEUBRE 2k A A7 7 AT RE AR SE T X — a5 (K 3D,
®3 EHRAVABESRYBEFRITHER(%)
Tab. 3 The EPMA data of pyrrhotite in Xiarihamu deposit( %)

TiH As Se Cr Fe Co Cu S Cd Te Ni Total
93 % 4k 0.01 0.02 0.02 63. 02 0. 09 - 36. 32 - - - 99. 47
53 B 4k - 0. 06 0.01 63.18 0. 09 - 36. 28 - - - 99. 61
P A 2k - - 63. 43 0. 09 - 36.78 - - - 100. 3

Vavil 0.01 - 0.01 62. 54 0.08 - 36. 14 - - 0.01 98.78

NI 0. 04 - 62. 62 0.03 - 36.2 - - 0.16 99. 03

N - - 0.02 62.53 0. 09 - 36. 21 - - 0. 04 98. 89

N - 0. 04 62. 46 0. 05 0.01 36.16 0.01 - - 98.73

NI 0. 02 - 0.03 62. 08 0. 05 0.03 35. 81 0.03 - - 98. 04

NIT 0. 06 - 0.01 62.91 0. 09 0. 02 36. 44 0.01 - - 99. 54

Vavil - 0.01 0 61.72 0. 04 0. 06 37. 4 0.02 0.03 - 99. 27

Vavil - 0. 05 0.02 62.13 0.07 0. 06 36. 39 0.02 0.03 - 98. 77

avil 0. 05 - 0.03 62.5 0. 05 - 36. 33 - - 0.01 98. 96

NI - 0. 05 0. 04 62.15 0.07 0.03 36. 32 - 0. 02 - 98. 68

avil 0. 02 0.01 0.03 61.93 0.08 - 36. 3 0.01 0. 02 - 98. 39

avil 0.02 0. 06 0. 04 62.5 0. 05 0.03 36. 26 0.02 - - 98. 97

NI 0.03 0. 05 62.53 0.1 - 36.59 0.01 0. 05 0.01 99. 37

NIT - - 62. 44 0.07 0.03 36. 22 0. 06 - - 98. 85

Vavil 0.03 - 62.18 0.1 0. 02 36. 26 0.03 0.01 - 98. 62

NI - 0.07 61. 94 0.07 0.03 36. 2 - - 0. 04 98. 36

Vavil 0. 07 - 0.01 62. 17 0. 06 0.03 36. 33 0.02 - 0.02 98.75

Vavil 0. 06 - 62. 38 0. 09 - 36. 45 0. 04 - - 99. 02

NI 0. 02 - 62. 34 0.08 0.03 36. 26 0. 06 - 0.01 98. 8

N - - 62.15 0.05 - 36.17 0. 04 - - 98. 4

NIT 0. 02 - 62. 23 0. 06 0.01 36. 44 - 0. 02 0. 04 98. 82

NI - 0. 06 0.01 62.15 0. 06 0.01 36. 09 0.03 - - 98. 41

NIT - - 62. 36 0. 06 0.01 36. 17 0.01 - - 98. 64
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i H As Se Cr Fe Co Cu S Cd Te Ni Total
Vavil 0.03 - - 61.85 0.03 0.01 36. 11 0.02 - 0.05 98. 09
av:i 0 - - 62. 21 0. 04 0.01 36. 47 - - 0. 04 98.78
Vavil 0. 02 - 0.02 61.82 0. 04 0. 04 36. 42 - 0.01 - 98. 35
NIT 0. 04 - 0.02 62. 87 0.09 0. 02 36. 62 - - - 99. 68
NI - - 0. 02 62. 29 0.09 - 36. 44 - 0.01 - 98. 85
avil - - - 62. 4 0.06 0.09 36. 36 0. 04 0. 04 0.19 99. 17
avil 0.02 0.02 - 62.18 0.05 - 36. 3 - 0.01 - 98. 58
avil 0. 02 - - 62.18 0.1 - 36.3 0.03 0. 02 0.02 98. 66
Vavil 0.03 0.01 - 62.49 0. 07 - 36. 31 - - 0. 02 98. 92
ot 0.03 - 0.01 59. 37 0.01 0.48 38. 88 - - - 98. 78
R - 0.03 - 59. 39 0.05 0.71 39. 07 0.05 0.01 0. 02 99. 34
g - 0. 02 - 59. 96 0. 09 0. 46 38.95 0.03 0.01 0.01 99.53
Hgl 0.02 - - 59. 48 0.05 0.54 39.29 - 0. 02 - 99. 39
ot - - 0.01 59.7 0.03 0. 46 39. 04 - 0.02 0.11 99. 35
PR 0. 05 0. 04 0.03 59.79 0.03 0. 25 40. 07 - 0.02 0. 04 100. 31
) - - 0.01 59. 34 0.08 0. 27 39. 95 0.01 - 0. 04 99. 7
g - - 0.03 59. 68 0.03 0. 52 39. 55 0. 04 - 0.03 99. 87
) - 0.02 0.02 59. 88 0.09 0.49 39. 2 - 0. 04 - 99. 74
R - 0.02 0.01 59. 81 0.07 0.15 39.15 - 0.02 - 99. 23
Hp 0. 04 0.03 - 60. 06 0.1 0.18 38. 96 0.03 - 0. 05 99. 46
KR 0. 04 - 0. 04 57.99 0.08 2.1 39. 85 0.03 0.02 0.06 100. 22
Bt - - - 58. 65 0.05 0. 63 39.9 - 0. 04 0.01 99. 28
Bt - - - 59. 48 0. 04 0.51 39.79 0. 04 - - 99. 85
el 0.03 - - 58. 88 0.1 1. 04 39. 65 - 0.03 - 99. 72
o A - - 0.01 60. 19 0. 04 - 38.03 - - 0. 04 98. 31
g - - 0. 02 59. 61 0.08 - 38. 2 - - 0.2 98. 12
g - 0.01 0.02 59. 77 0.07 0. 04 38.09 0.03 0.01 0.31 98. 36

R T AR 0. 01% .

HH WS R by FR G B T N
mFAT RS (F 5a. & 5b),Cu =2 1E AR
B TP s A (8] 5e | 5d) .

4.3 TmLW

HH B R R i A 4 3 2 R R R AT R
BT AR AL R . R R O SR R . &
HOEERAES . MERR AL R AL el ik A 2 R
PRk S 2 AR e S R SRR MR
TR RRER T B0 bR i3+ X Nipy Asg s & 87

20. 7150 F & /b Bl R R SR R . LR ER
J& 7S i FR 38 S EUR YR AURCR 6 A R 5
FHTIK .

BOH MR R AR A AR 4, Horpog
sk Co &, R 23. 76 %, W45 Co
SREMRATT AR, Ni &8sy . N
52.27% AEMER AL B B IR, o 8.37% . Fe & it
DARERR 4 57 Be 5 o N 3. 99 %0 AE LD R B A7 vh e A
0.43% . S & it LIWEGIAR W FNRE B 4 17 42 g o ZE
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Fig. 5 The crystal chemical characteristics of pyrrhotite in Xiarihamu deposit
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Tab. 4 The EPMA data of arsenide in Xiarihamu deposit( %)

i H As Fe Co Cu S Cd Sb Te Ni Total
A B 1 44.39 1. 14 0.35 0.09 19.21 - 0.22 0.77 34. 54 100. 71
T 4 1 44. 87 3.99 23.76 0 19. 76 - - 0.09 8. 37 100. 84

AR 1 46. 89 0.62 - 0. 04 0.15 0. 06 - 1.13 52. 27 101. 16
AR =Y 53. 94 0.43 0. 05 0. 26 .19 0.01 0.17 0. 35 44.19 99. 59
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5 e
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Fig. 6 The backscatter electron map and cobalt distribution map of Xiarihamu deposit
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