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NEW UNDERSTANDING OF THE LOWER CRETACEOUS LONGJIANG FORMATION
IN THE EASTERN DAXINGANLING REGION
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Abstract On the basis of field survey, the stratotype section of Longjiang Formation is researched particularly on the
lithostratigraphy, biostratigraphy, isotope chronology and lithogeochemistry. The meaning of Longjiang Formation is
redefined. The neologism of Longjiang Formation consists of andesite and dacite with its pyroclastic rocks, rhyolitic
pyroclastic rocks and sedimentary clastic rocks. The paleontological fossils belong to Eosestheria—Lycoptera—Ephemeropsis
trisetalis fossil assemblage of the Middle Jehol Biota. Among them, Conchostracans are represented by the Eosestheria
opima—E. Dongbeiestheria guanghuaensis assemblage. The volcanic lithogeochemistry is characterized by SiO, contents
between 63.88% and 75.65%, high ALOs  12.19% to 19.39% , high Na,0  1.04% to 5.24% , rich alkalis  Na,O+K,0
3.65% t0 6.25% and strong enrichment in light rare earth elements LREE . The isotopic age of “A1/*Aris 125.4+1.8 Ma.
Key words Longjiang Formation; Eastern Daxinganling; lithogeochemistry; isotopic age
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Fig. 1 Section of Lower Longjiang Formation from Shanquan Forestry Center to Shaojiawopeng in Longjiang County
1— pebbly sandstone  2— andesite 3— conglomeratic tuffite 4— rhyolite  5— dacite 6—
ignimbrite  7— tuff 8— trachyandesite 9— trachydacite 10— monzogranite 11—
welded breccia 12— andesite porphyrite 13— isotope sample spot
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Fig. 2 Section of Upper Longjiang Formation from Shanquan to Guanghua in Longjiang County
1— dacite 2— monzogranite 3— trachyandesite 4— granite 5— pebbly sandstone  6—
trachydacite 7— breccia tuffaceous sandstone  8— andesite porphyrite 9— tuffaceous sandstone 10—
breccia ignimbrite 11— breccia tuffaceous siltstone 12— rhyolite 13— dacitic

breccia 14— (basalt); 15— isotope sample spot 16— fossil
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=lLongjiangestheria opima W. Wang, 1980 , Eosestheria Cladophlebis  browniana Dunrer, Pityophyllim  sp.,
Dongbeiestheria  shanquanensis ~ =Dongbeiestheria Equisetites sp.

shanquanensis W. Wang, 1980 , E. Dongbeiestheria

guanghuaensis =Dongbeiestheria shanquanensis W. “Ar/PAr

Wang, 1980 , FEosestheria  sp. =Pseudograpta 1254+1.8 Ma 3 .

murchisoniae , Neimongolestheria =Plocestheria ;

Ephemeropsis trisetalis, Coptoclava longipoda; 3

Liaoningogriphus quadripartitus 11 2.3.

Cypridea  Cypridea cf. luanpingensis, Damonella sp.,

Darwinula contracta ; Ferganoconcha Le Bas * TAS

subcentralis Arguniella N - N

subcentralis , F. sibirica; 4 . Si0,-K,0
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Fig. 3 “Ar/*Ar isotope age of the volcanic rocks of Longjiang Formation
2
Table2 Major element contents in the volcanic rocks of Longjiang Formation
YL0O20  YLO21 YLO23 YLO24 YLO38 YLO40 YLO42 YLOO6  YLOO8 YLO09 YLO13 YLO15 YLOI8 YLO46 YL049
Si0, 61.91 68.92 58.13 7278 64.80 7146 6433 57.74 67.03 63.4 62.95 61.69 70.68 7498 7281
ALO; 16.77 15.54 1737 1423 16.08 1547 17.07 18.38 15.75 16.4 16.22 16.18 13.54 13.64 11.50
CaO 3.19 152 392 084 347 039 263 341 1.39 3.14 3.01 2.7 2.04 0.00  2.07
MgO 1.43 032 238 022 133 029 170 202 0.87 1.13 1.21 0.92 0.73 0.02 081
Fe 05 2.55 218 305 1.76 362 204 294 318 2.59 3.71 4.21 4.93 3.18 1.21 0.92
FeO 3.05 144 379 038 1.15 027 185 3.14 1.53 1.53 1.12 1.48 1.5 0.30  0.27
NaO 4.57 403 333 299 265 345 374 507 4.32 4.44 3.85 3.83 3.24 3.37 1.10
K0 2.9 439 269 478 376 434 3.04 245 443 2.64 3.76 3.73 2.99 5.33 2.25
TiO, 0.94 034 097 022 066 030 059 091 0.36 0.6 0.75 1.28 0.55 0.21 0.08
MnO 0.12 0.079 0.12 005 0.10 0.05 0.10 0.11 0.095 0.1 0.06 0.095 0.049 0.02 0.03
P,0s 0.35 0.083 030 0.07 023 006 021 0.29 0.071 0.24 0.24 0.5 0.14 0.03 0.01
LOS 1.74 095 376 120 173 1.65 148 276 1.15 2.32 2.33 2.34 1.07 0.50  7.73
total 99.52 99.792 99.80 99.51 99.59 99.76 99.67 99.46 99.586 99.65 99.71 99.675 99.709 99.61 99.58
ICP-AES 1CP-MS %
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Table3 Trace element and REE contents in the volcanic rocks of Longjiang Formation
YL0O20 YLO21 YLO23 YLO024 YLO38 YLO40 YLO42 YLOO6 YLOO8 YLO0O9 YLOI3 YLOIS YLOI8 YLO46 YLO49
Rb 59.90 106.00 59.70 10440 77.60 10690 66.40  53.60 112.00 57.40 122.00 90.20 8350 133.10 150.60
Zr 212.00 299.00 176.97 214.00 21226 298.55 195.13 166.00 394.00 190.00 143.00 501.00 126.00 666.57 140.35
Th 7.70 10.30 3.08 5.60 5.56 3.72 5.04 8.35 10.80 7.00 12.40 8.40 14.20 6.32 12.17
Nb 8.80 9.90 7.06 9.19 7.74 9.72 6.89 6.80 11.10 7.50 5.40 23.90 5.30 322 36.97
Sr 662.00 245.00 619.10 196.50 550.10 242.80 504.10 879.00 267.00 561.00 479.00 381.00 433.00 1330 384.00
Hf 5.30 7.64 5.50 6.89 6.31 7.33 5.32 3.80 5.12 2.92 2.46 3.98 2.33 16.25 6.76
Ta 0.56 0.58 0.42 0.71 0.52 0.68 0.50 0.52 1.22 0.90 0.71 1.62 0.52 2.14 2.60
U 0.37 0.39 0.43 1.11 0.76 0.72 0.82 0.16 1.90 1.49 2.30 1.54 1.89 1.81 3.62
Cs 3.37 3.74 2.3 14 1.9 2.5 1.6 6.96 6.46 321 6.79 3.66 6.37 1.1 14.7
Ba 865.00 1075.00 706.86 1095.58 1046.62 1115.78 920.55 835.00 1025.00 816.00 705.00 1172.00 567.00 4835  70.38
La 33.00 41.60 20.19 2523 24.17 3254 2371 2360 3740 2490 2300 51.80 23.10 60.65  42.11
Ce 67.80  78.80  43.15 50.51 55770  48.05 5125 4830 76.00 49.10 4530 106.00 43.00 116.10 82.76
Pr 8.68 9.96 6.14 6.62 7.33 9.75 6.51 6.48 9.08 6.26 5.54 13.00 5.29 16.30 12.39
Nd 35.60 37.70 25.71 24.03 29.01 37.43 24.75 27.60 33.80 25.00 22.10 47.60 20.90 57.74 44.94
Sm 7.18 7.03 5.11 423 5.61 6.56 4.49 5.43 6.18 4.32 3.75 9.38 3.19 10.15 9.24
Eu 1.57 1.45 1.30 0.66 1.30 1.17 1.10 1.36 1.23 1.09 0.96 1.63 0.87 0.35 0.10
Gd 5.95 6.35 4.40 3.46 4.46 4.84 3.67 4.94 5.67 4.31 391 7.13 3.57 7.95 6.75
Th 1.03 1.04 0.71 0.53 0.70 0.73 0.56 0.80 0.84 0.60 0.50 1.10 0.42 1.24 1.17
Dy 5.97 6.22 3.71 3.00 3.63 3.74 3.03 433 4.05 2.55 1.75 4.92 1.23 6.73 6.39
Ho 1.20 1.28 0.72 0.58 0.65 0.70 0.58 0.86 0.82 0.51 0.34 0.92 0.23 1.25 1.17
Er 3.47 3.97 2.01 1.75 1.79 1.99 1.73 245 2.53 1.48 0.93 2.75 0.58 3.63 3.45
Tm 0.56 0.68 0.31 0.30 0.30 0.33 0.28 0.38 0.40 0.21 0.13 0.37 0.07 0.59 0.61
Yb 3.70 4.73 1.90 2.03 1.84 2.15 1.90 2.56 2.68 1.56 0.94 2.34 0.64 3.77 4.52
Lu 0.59 0.76 0.30 0.34 0.27 0.34 0.30 0.42 0.43 0.26 0.18 0.35 0.13 0.61 0.72
Y 20.60  20.80  22.02 18.16 18.51 20.07 17.32 17.40  21.70 16.50 11.60  36.80 8.56 36.78  33.51
YREE 19690 22237 137.74 14143 15526 17041 141.19 14691 202.81 138.65 120.93 286.09 111.78 323.84 249.83
>LREE 153.83 176.54 101.60 111.28 123.11 13552 111.81 112,77 163.69 110.67 100.65 22941 9635 26129 191.54
>HREE 43.07 45.83 36.14  30.15 32,15  34.89  29.38 3414  39.12 2798 2028  56.68 1543 62.55 58.29
SL/YH 357 3.85 2.81 3.69 3.83 3.88 3.81 3.30 4.18 3.96 4.96 4.05 6.24 4.18 3.29
Sm/Nd 0.20 0.19 0.20 0.18 0.19 0.18 0.18 0.20 0.18 0.17 0.17 0.20 0.15 0.18 0.21
La/Yb 8.92 8.79 10.63 12.43 13.14 15.13 12.48 9.22 13.96 1596 2447 22,14  36.09 16.09 9.32
Gd/Yb 1.61 1.34 2.31 1.70 2.42 2.25 1.93 1.93 2.12 2.76 4.16 3.05 5.58 2.11 1.49
La/Sm 4.60 5.92 3.95 5.96 4.31 4.96 5.28 4.35 6.05 5.76 6.13 5.52 7.24 597 4.56
Eu/Sm 0.22 0.21 0.25 0.16 0.23 0.18 0.25 0.25 0.20 0.25 0.26 0.17 0.27 0.03 0.01
La/Yb v 6.03 5.94 7.18 8.40 8.88 10.23 8.43 6.23 9.43 10.79 16.53 1496  24.39 10.87 6.29
Gd/Yb y  1.30 1.09 1.88 1.38 1.96 1.82 1.57 1.56 1.71 2.24 3.37 247 4.52 1.71 1.21
La/Lu v 5.81 5.68 6.96 7.81 9.33 9.85 8.15 5.83 9.03 9.94 13.27 15.36 18.45 10.36 6.07
La/Sm y 2.89 3.72 2.49 3.75 2.71 3.12 3.32 2.74 3.81 3.63 3.86 3.48 4.56 3.76 2.87
S6Eu 0.71 0.65 0.82 0.51 0.77 0.61 0.81 0.79 0.62 0.76 0.76 0.59 0.79 0.11 0.04
6Ce 0.92 0.89 0.90 0.90 0.98 0.63 0.96 0.90 0.94 0.90 0.92 0.94 0.88 0.85 0.84
ICP-AES 1CP-MS 10,
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4

OAr/PAr

Table4 Laser “Ar/¥Ar dating results for the Mesozoic volcanic rocks of the Longjiang Formation

OAY*/% /Ma /= PAr/mol  “Ar/*Ar /+ “Ar¥/PAr [+ FAr/PAr [+ TAr/PAr I+ PAr/PAr /+

1770-01  74.0 126.99 0.80
1770-02 794 126.33 0.75
1770-03 823 126.69 0.78
1770-04 752 125.51 0.78
1770-05 784 127.20 0.77
1770-06  80.4 126.54 0.76
1770-07  80.0 125.62 0.77
1770-08  81.5 127.65 0.76
1770-09  85.2 124.53 0.73
1770-10  82.0 126.90 0.74
1770-11 825 126.87 0.74
1770-12  82.1 125.33 0.74
1770-13  83.8 126.61 0.74
1770-14  78.0 126.51 0.82
1770-15  80.4 126.91 0.74
1770-16  79.1 127.02 0.75
1770-17 773 128.39 0.79
1770-18  83.5 127.74 0.74

2.12E-14 4.332 0.002
1.63E-14  3.083 0.002
1.13E-14  2.081 0.003
1.96E-14 3.887 0.003
1.19E-14  2.294 0.001
1.38E-14  2.596 0.002
1.03E-14 1.923 0.002
1.17E-14  2.183 0.001
1.25E-14 2177 0.001
1.77E-14  3.264 0.001
1.54E-14  2.825 0.001
1.33E-14  2.415 0.001
1.43E-14  2.576 0.001
1.17E-14  2.267 0.003
1.42E-14  2.681 0.001
1.56E-14  2.989 0.001
1.38E-14  2.735 0.002
1.32E-14  2.405 0.001

0.24207 0.00036 0.057886 0.037000 0.0497  0.0010 0.003852 0.000011
0.18582 0.00021 0.004282 0.000070 0.0580  0.0007 0.002170 0.000008
0.12958  0.00018 0.002907 0.000048 0.0334  0.0007 0.001259 0.000007
0.22360 0.00038 0.005206 0.000088 0.0551  0.0008 0.003271 0.000011
0.13559  0.00019 0.002669 0.000052 0.0389  0.0006 0.001688 0.000008
0.15827 0.00020 0.003717 0.000063 0.0415  0.0008 0.001730 0.000008
0.11743 0.00018 0.002397 0.000042 0.0414  0.0007 0.001315 0.000007
0.13367 0.00019 0.002704 0.000044 0.0487  0.0006 0.001378 0.000007
0.14301 0.00019 0.003252 0.000053 0.0428  0.0007 0.001099 0.000007
0.20225 0.00023 0.004136 0.000069 0.0488  0.0006 0.002002 0.000009
0.17614  0.00015 0.003763 0.000061 0.0381  0.0008 0.001684 0.000008
0.15188 0.00020 0.002957 0.000055 0.0518  0.0008 0.001475 0.000008
0.16357 0.00018 0.003172 0.000069 0.0355  0.0006 0.001420 0.000008
0.13406  0.00026 0.002801 0.000048 0.0325  0.0007 0.001698 0.000008
0.16281 0.00012 0.003092 0.000060 0.0365  0.0008 0.001791 0.000008
0.17855 0.00020 0.003524 0.000069 0.0458  0.0009 0.002125 0.000009
0.15780 0.00024 0.003194 0.000064 0.0336  0.0006 0.002114 0.000008
0.15073  0.00010 0.003017 0.000051 0.0399  0.0007 0.001356 0.000008

7-10

FEosestheria opima, E. Dongbeiestheria
shanquanensis, E. Dongbeiestheria guanghuaensis
Ephemeropsis trisetalis,

Lycoptera davidi, L. sinensis,

Eosestheria sp., Fosestheria
Dongbetestheria  sp.; Ephemeropsis trisetalis,
Coptoclala sp.; Ferganoconcha sibirica, F.
subcentralis; Darwinula contracta, Cypridea cf.

lunpingensis

OAr/PAr YL-018.
Ar-Ar
125.4 1.8 Ma. N
6
1 N
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Lycoptera—Ephemeropsis trisetalis
FEosestheria opima—FE.
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3 DA/ Ar 125.4+1.8 Ma.
(F#:% 234 | /Continued on Page 234)
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