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Research on Listing Barite as a Strategic Mineral Resource
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Abstract: According to the whole industry chain of production, supply and consumption of resources, this paper
systematically combs the global supply and demand situation of barite, calculates the dependence degree of barite
import in the United States and the proportion of China's supply, and the four scenarios that may occur when
China adjusts its trade policy, and makes a comparative analysis of the inclusion conditions of key minerals in the
United States and strategic minerals in China. The results show that the barite of the United States is highly
dependent on imports, and the average foreign dependence in the past five years is as high as 82%, of which
nearly 70% is from China. Barite is irreplaceable in the field of drilling mud weighting agent for oil wells or
oil-gas mixed wells due to its special physical properties and excellent cost performance. It is listed as a key
mineral in the world's major economies such as the United States and the European Union, but it has not received
the same degree of attention in China. So the authors can draw a conclusion that China should list barite as a
strategic mineral, adjust its industrial and trade policies from a global perspective, increase investment in global
exploration, arrange the transformation and upgrading of industrial structure, and gradually arrange barite to
enhance its competitiveness on international trade and commerce.
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Table 2 American barite external dependence from 2014 to 2018
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Table 3 Discussion on substitutability of barite
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